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A wall raising took place in May on Habitat 
for Humanity of Smith County’s 108th 
home at 2403 N. Tenneha in Tyler.

Scherry Jones and her 16-year old 
daughter Brea are helping to build their 
new home. “I’ve always wanted to own a 
home,” said Jones. “I want to pay my 
hard-earned money towards owning 
instead of renting. I want a place to plant 
flowers and accomplish my goals.”

Jones currently works in home healthcare 
and attends Texas College where she is 
pursuing a degree in criminal justice.
Jones and her family will complete 300 
“sweat equity” hours by helping to build 
their home and others. She is purchasing 
her home from Habitat with a non-profit, 
30-year mortgage.

To qualify for a Habitat home, applicants 
must demonstrate the need for a�ordable 
housing and show the ability to make a 
monthly mortgage payment.

“A Habitat home changes the family’s life 
and creates a positive rippling e�ect for 
generations to come,” said Jack Wilson, 
Smith County Habitat CEO.

Numerous groups are volunteering to help 
with this house. 

“It takes about 12 weeks to construct a 
Habitat home; weather permitting,” said 
Wilson. “We are so grateful for our core 
group of volunteers who build the walls in 
our shop and then move them out to the 
site for the wall-raising.”

Steve Pepenella has a lot of reasons to be thankful for Habitat for 
Humanity. He started as a volunteer with Habitat for Humanity in 
California and when he transitioned as construction supervisor, met his 
wife Linda who was volunteering on a Habitat job site.

In 1989 he became the assistant supervisor in construction for Calvary 
Chapel and then joined Centex Homes in 2002. His boss at Centex was 
on the board with Habitat when Steve became a volunteer. He later 
worked for Cal Baptist University before becoming the construction 
supervisor for Habitat for Humanity Riverside.

His wife Linda was from Texas and they frequently visited her family. 
Steve met Habitat for Humanity of Smith County CEO Jack Wilson at a 
gathering during one of those visits. In 2011, Steve and Linda moved to 
East Texas and ran into Jack again at a benefit event and it was then he 
asked Steve to come and see him about a job.

Today Steve is the senior construction manager and volunteer coordinator 
for Habitat in Smith County. “My favorite part of my job is changing 
people’s lives one house at a time. I love working side-by-side with the 
families and seeing their dynamics change as they build their house with 
our team. These families have a desire to change their life and we help 
them do this by providing safe and affordable housing.”

Funds to build the home were provided by 
Lin and Sandy Barker and an anonymous 
donor. Three other homes are also under 
development on the same street. It costs 
around $100,000 to build a Habitat home.

If you are interested in sponsoring some of 
the costs of one of the homes on Tenneha 
please contact Rebecca Berkley, director 
of development at Smith County Habitat to 
setup a meeting. 

Also Habitat offers a monthly tour and 
lunch of the organization called “Eat and 
Peek.” Call 903-595-6630 or email 
rebecca@smithcountyhabitat.org for more 
information.

Employee Spotlight - Steve Pepenella

Steve also oversees all the volunteers and contractors who work on the 
Habitat homes. “It takes a village to construct a house. We rely on retired 
volunteers as well as many companies who have employees who want to 
give back. We also have a lot of vendors who donate materials and labor 
to build our houses.” It typically takes four months to build a Habitat 
home.

Away from Habitat, Steve and Linda enjoy their home that they have 
remodeled themselves. They have three children, six grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren and a black lab named “Roni.”

Family Moves Into New Habitat Home
An East Texas family has a new place to call home after signing the 
official closing documents in April with Habitat for Humanity of Smith 
County.

Imelda Tiscareno and her three children are the proud owners of a 
new home on North Tenneha in Tyler. “I am so ready to be able to 
raise my children in a good neighborhood and in a house that’s clean 
and safe,” said Tiscareno. “I am ready to create memories in my own 
house.”

The home is the 107th home built by Habitat in Smith County since 
1989. Funds to build the home were provided by Lin and Sandy 
Barker. 
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Low-income residents of Tyler who need their homes repaired will be 
able to receive assistance from a new program with Habitat and the 
city.

“The City of Tyler had limited funds for the projects and Habitat is 
able to tap into multiple sources for critical home repair,” said 
Raimund Gideon, director of construction. “So, if a home has several 
areas that need addressed, we can layer the money from different 
grants to pay for the repairs such as bathroom modifications for 
someone who’s disabled, electrical issues, foundation problems or 
roof repairs.”

The City of Tyler previously administered the program through the 
Neighborhood Services Department using federal money called a 
community development block grant. The $110,000 grant from the 
City of Tyler caps repairs at $10,000 per household and the program 
aims to aid a minimum of ten households per year, depending on the 
extent of the repairs.

Habitat Forms New Partnership 
with City



Betty Raibon of Tyler paid off her mortgage on her Habitat home in April.

She moved into her home on South Baxter in 2003. Recently her husband died. “It’s been 
tough to keep up with the house, but it was important to me to pay off this property after all 
of the sacrifices we made to be a Habitat homeowner.

I am a strong believer in God and know he is watching over my family. I thank God every 
day for Habitat and being able to have the opportunity to be a homeowner.”

Single Mother of Four Pays
Off Home  

Habitat for Humanity of Smith County Seeking 
Veterans to Benefit from $200,000 Grant  
Habitat for Humanity of Smith County has 
received a $200,000 grant from the Texas 
Veterans Commission Fund for Veterans’ 
Assistance.

Any veteran or surviving spouse in need of 
critical home repair and/or modification and 
who lives in Anderson, Cherokee, 
Henderson, Rusk, Smith, Van Zandt or 
Wood county is eligible to apply for 
assistance. Applicants must meet the 
grantor’s requirements as well as Smith 
County Habitat’s requirements for 
assistance.

From 2014-2019, Smith County Habitat 
received four grants from the Texas 
Veterans Commission totaling $600,000 
and completed 81 projects impacting 
veterans and their families.

With the newly awarded grant, Smith 
County Habitat estimates repairing the 
homes of 26 veterans.

Call 903-595-6630 for more details or to 
make an appointment with a grant 
specialist.

The Texas Veterans Commission grant will 
be used to provide critical home repairs for 
veterans and surviving spouses of 
veterans through Smith County Habitat's 
critical repair program. Renovations will 
assist veterans in making their homes 
accessible, healthy and safe. Projects 
typically involve installing wheelchair 
ramps, making kitchen cabinets usable, 
installing new floors that are level and 
making doorways and bathrooms easier to 
get into.
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Tears streamed down Carolyn Horn’s face as she 
paid off her mortgage on her Habitat home. In 
2000, Horn qualified for the new homeowner 
program from Habitat for Humanity of Smith 
County. Horn became a Habitat homeowner after 
completing 350 sweat equity hours in the construc-
tion of her Tyler home. She says it was important to 
her to give stability to her children.

“I wanted to leave a legacy for my children,” said 
Horn. “I looked into the Habitat program as I didn’t 
want my family to grow up in a rental house. I 
wanted to have something that was mine. I 
sacrificed a lot to pay off this house, working two 
jobs as a single mother, not being able to attend 
every school event for my kids.”

The journey to own her home wasn’t easy. Carolyn 
had four children but lost one at age four. Another 
child has special needs. “There were a lot of 
struggles where I had to find motivation to keep 
going.” Today she’s proud of her children and her 
five grandchildren and says everything she went 
through was all worth it.

“I realized that anything is possible if you trust God 
and believe in him.”

Habitat for Humanity of Smith County operates a 
ReStore in Tyler to help save shoppers money 
and support the programs of the organization.

“Every morning when we open the doors at 9 a.m. 
we have customers waiting to see what new 
products we have,” said Danny Saenz, director of 
the ReStore. “Items are donated by the public and 
businesses, so you never know what we might 
have in stock.”

On a recent day, the ReStore had several antique 
pieces of furniture, pianos, granite slabs, new 
lighting fixtures with one set valued at $3000, new 
or barely used appliances. The store also carries 
new items such as mattresses, flooring, paint, 
garden tools and more that are lower than you 
might pay at a big box store.

“If you are renovating a house for example, we 
have lots of doors and windows to choose from; 
trim, insulation, tile, lumber, plumbing items and 
lots more to save you money,” said Saenz.

The store also will pick up your donations. 
“Furniture items need to be in good condition. We 
will drive to counties outside of Smith County if 
you have enough items to fill our box truck.”

“We also offer deconstruction services. If you 
have a property you are going to demolish, we will 
come and get materials that we can sell in our 
store.”

All proceeds from the ReStore help Habitat with 
completing critical repairs for seniors and veterans 
and building new homes for low-income families.

“Where else can you shop, get a great deal and at 
the same time support a non-profit,” said Saenz. 
“It’s a win-win for everybody.”

The ReStore is 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Monday-Saturday, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

 If you would like more 
information about how to 
donate an item or find out 
if something is in stock call 

903-531-0072.

November 2, 2019 
Downtown Tyler 

Contact Rebecca for Sponsorship Information!
903-595-6630

rebecca@smithcountyhabitat.org

Tyler Widow Makes Final Payment 

Pictured are (left-right) Matt McDonald, Jonathan McClish, Cameron Barron, Danny Saenz and Jordan Pinalto are ready to help customers with all of their shopping needs at the ReStore.

ReStore Helps Habitat
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