
 
                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Smith County Habitat for Humanity  
Receives USDA Rural Development Housing Preservation Grant 

 
TYLER, TEXAS – Habitat for Humanity of Smith County is pleased to announce the 
organization has received a $150,000.00 Housing Preservation Grant from the USDA. 
The grant supports Smith County Habitat’s initiative to address housing needs in rural 
parts of the community.  
 
“We are best known for the new homes we build,” said Smith County Habitat’s CEO, 
Jack Wilson. “But our focus is on decent, affordable housing as a whole and that means 
repairing existing homes as well as building new ones.” 
 
The USDA grant will be used to repair approximately 30 homes in rural Smith, Anderson 
and Cherokee counties. Funds will be leveraged with a $150,000.00 grant recently 
received from the Texas Veterans Commission Fund for Veterans’ Assistance. 
 
“When we leverage grants, we can make a bigger impact on someone’s home,” said 
Raimund Gideon, Smith County Habitat’s Director of Construction.  
 
Smith County Habitat applies for grants from multiple sources to support its critical 
repair program. Most of the grants they receive are for individuals who are veterans, 
seniors, disabled or live in rural areas. Individuals who apply for help from Habitat must 
meet a grant’s specific criteria in order to receive help.  
 
Anyone interested in applying for repairs should call Habitat for Humanity of Smith 
County at 903-595-6630. 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
November 15, 2018 
 
CONTACT: 
Deanna Harrison, Director of Development 
deanna@smithcountyhabitat.org 
903-595-6630 



About Habitat for Humanity of Smith County (HFHSC) 
Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit organization that makes homeownership possible for 
low-income working families. The Smith County affiliate was formed in 1989. In the past 29 
years, HFHSC has partnered with local volunteers and donors to build 105 homes. Through 
its home repair program, Habitat has completed over 700 critical repair projects, making it 
possible for hundreds of people to remain safely in their homes. For more information, call 
903-595-6630 or visit the Smith County Habitat website at www.smithcountyhabitat.org. 
 
 
PHOTOS: 
 
Photo #1 – Smith County Habitat CEO, Jack Wilson, signs USDA grant contract; pictured 
in photo are, left to right, Raimund Gideon, Smith County Habitat’s Director of 
Construction; Jerry Wilson, USDA Area Specialist; and Jack Wilson, Smith County Habitat 
CEO 
 
Photo #2 – left to right, Raimund Gideon, Smith County Habitat’s Director of 
Construction; Jerry Wilson, USDA Area Specialist; and Jack Wilson, Smith County Habitat 
CEO 
 


