
 
                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smith County Habitat for Humanity 
Receives Temple Foundation Grant for Home Repair 

 
TYLER, TEXAS – Smith County Habitat for Humanity is pleased to announce that the 
organization has received a $100,000.00 grant from the T. L. L. Temple Foundation in 
support of its critical repair program. The grant will be used for repairs and modifications 
on homes of low-income homeowners in Anderson and Cherokee Counties. 
 
“Many people who own older homes are senior citizens on fixed incomes. They cannot 
afford to maintain their homes,” said Smith County Habitat CEO, Jack Wilson. “The result is 
that their homes don’t have safety devices such as smoke alarms and CO detectors. And 
these homeowners have a higher risk of having housing-related illnesses and injuries 
because there’s been no maintenance.”  
 
Homes built before 1978 often have faulty electric panels, according to Wilson. Other 
potential health and safety issues include rotted flooring, broken plumbing, and leaky roofs 
that have led to interior mold. 
 
“Living in a house that has mold can lead to respiratory problems,” said Wilson. “And even 
if the homeowner removes visible mold, the problem will just return unless the cause of 
the mold is resolved.”   
 
“Leaky roofs, windows and pipes are some of the biggest problems that lead to mold and 
overall deterioration of a house,” said Raimund Gideon, Smith County Habitat’s Director of 
Construction.  
 
“We are deeply grateful to the Temple Foundation for their generosity. This grant will 
allow Habitat to perform critical repairs and modifications on approximately 15-20 homes 
in Anderson and Cherokee counties,” Gideon said.  
 
Homeowners interested in applying for help should call 903-595-6630.  
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About Habitat for Humanity of Smith County (HFHSC) 
Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit organization that makes homeownership possible for low-
income working families. The Smith County affiliate was formed in 1989. In the past 29 years, 
HFHSC has partnered with local volunteers and donors to build 105 homes. Through its home 
repair program, Habitat has completed over 700 critical repair projects, making it possible for 
hundreds of people to remain safely in their homes. For more information, call 903-595-6630 or 
visit the Smith County Habitat website at www.smithcountyhabitat.org. 
 
About the T. L. L. Temple Foundation 
The T. L. L. Temple Foundation was founded by Georgie Temple Munz in 1962. Since that 
time, the Foundation has invested more than $440 million, primarily to strengthen 
communities in Deep East Texas. The Foundation makes grants in the areas of education, 
economic development and community revitalization, health, human services, arts and 
culture, and conservation and the environment.  
 


